THE   NEAR EAST  (i)

NORTHERN ARABIAN countries, previously part
of Turkish Empire, divided into French and British
Mandates after Great War.
French mandate in SYRIA only inaugurated 1920
after Arab ruler. Emir Feisal, had been expelled
from Damascus by military force. Continuous
revolts followed, culminating 1925-6, when French
bombed Damascus and carried out repression by
use of Senegalese troops. By treaty between France
and Syria, 1936, Syria became independent State
and member of League of Nations. Treaty stipulates
for " perpetual friendship" between Syria and
France; and France permitted to maintain armed
forces in Jebel Druze and Latakia.
British mandate in PALESTINE also led to numerous
Arab revolts, culminating in 1936. These due to
immigration of Jewish settlers under scheme for
establishment of Jewish National Home. Population,
ij million; 800,000 Moslems, 375,000 Jews, 100,000
Christians.
Territory of TRANSJORDAN covered by Palestine
mandate, but excluded from Jewish immigration.
Population, about 300,000.
French and British pipelines from Mosul oil-
field run to ports of Tripoli (Syria) and Haifa
(Palestine).
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